
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THE BAND OF MANY FIRSTS ADDS ANOTHER 
 
BATON ROUGE, LA-2 July 2016, The Marching Illini of the University of Illinois, one of the 
most innovative bands in the country, is the first band to go completely paperless in the 
21st Century.   
 
The Marching Illini of the University of Illinois is one of the most storied collegiate marching 
bands in the United States.  They were the first band to use Sousaphones, claim the first 
halftime show, was the first band to have its own band building, first band with a website, 
and is now the first band to go completely paperless in the digital age.  Gone are the band’s 
flip folders – an industry standard for reading music and holding paper marching drill.  
Instead, the band will utilize eFlip, a device by Tonal Innovation, a Louisiana based 
company.  eFlip is a device that allows musicians to mount their phones and tablets to their 
instrument with a lyre.   
 
“The Marching Illini has gradually been moving to a complete 100% paperless operation and 
the Fall 2016 season will be the first year when this system is fully implemented.  All 
members will be encouraged to use their smart phone or mini tablet such as an iPad mini to 
read music and drill.  By moving to this new 100% paperless system, the Marching Illini will 
save THOUSANDS of dollars annually on paper, copier rental fees, maintenance of the copier, 
as well as hundreds of hours of staff time put in to making the folders for every student.  
The sustainability of this project will have many positive outcomes,” wrote Marching Illini 
Director Barry Houser.   
 
“eFlip is not only great for students, but the savings band programs can realize by going 
paperless is enormous.  Think about it, you have over 300 students in the band, 30 to 50 
pages of music, plus 20 or more pages of drill in each marching show…  That’s a mountain 
of paper, ink, and waste…” said Co-Founder and CFO Daniel Wendt. 
 
Tonal Innovation was founded in 2014 by two LSU students, Garrett Kessling and Daniel 
Wendt.  Both graduated the University in 2016 and were in their Tiger Marching Band during 
their tenure at LSU.  Kessling graduated with a degree in Business Management and served 
as the Saxophone Section Leader in the band for three years.  Wendt graduated with a degree 
in Finance, is a graduate student at the University, and is serving as the band’s Drum Major 
for his second season.   
 
eFlip is the culmination of two years of work by Kessling and Wendt.  What began at a Tiger 
Band rehearsal in 2014 has morphed into a start-up business that is working with several 
bands to revolutionize the marching arts.  The idea for eFlip came to Kessling after a 
member of the band jokingly “pinched-to-zoom” a paper sheet of music like one would do 



on a phone or tablet.  Kessling then joined the LSU Student Incubator program at LSU 
Innovation Park, asked Wendt to come on board, and began working on prototypes of eFlip.  
After testing several iterations of the project during the 2014 and 2015 football seasons, they 
were ready to release a final product.  The Marching Illini were the first program to reach 
out to Tonal Innovation regarding eFlip.  Currently, the University of Illinois Marching Illini, 
the LSU Golden Band from Tigerland, and the Denham Springs High School Pride and Spirit 
Marching Band are utilizing eFlip for the 2016 season.   
 
“We were incredibly excited when we received Barry’s email.  We actually didn’t even have 
our product from the manufacturer yet, but were running ads on social media to start 
getting the word out.  This deal is very exciting for us and we look forward to working with 
the University of Illinois to create new and innovative solutions to problems bands face every 
day,” remarked Founder and CEO Garrett Kessling.   
 
For more information, contact Daniel Wendt at daniel@tonalinnovation.com. 
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