
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TONAL INNOVATION INKS DEAL WITH LSU BANDS 
 
BATON ROUGE, LA-2 July 2016, Tonal Innovation, an LSU Innovation Park business, and 
the LSU Department of Bands partner to implement eFlip in the Golden Band from 
Tigerland. 
 
The LSU Tiger Marching Band will be handling rehearsals and performances a little 
differently than they have done in the past.  Gone are the band’s flip folders – an industry 
standard for reading music and holding paper marching drill.  Instead, the band will utilize 
eFlip, a device created by former Tiger Bandsmen Garrett Kessling.  eFlip is a product of 
Tonal Innovation and is a device that allows musicians to mount their phones and tablets to 
their instrument with a lyre.   
 
“The LSU Tiger Band is excited to use eFlip and partner with Tonal Innovation,” mentioned 
LSU Associate Director of Bands Dennis Llinas, D.M.A.  “Their ideas are the way of the future 
and we cannot wait to incorporate their products and ideas into our organization to improve 
our efficiency and accuracy.” 
 
Tonal Innovation was founded in 2014 by Garrett Kessling and Daniel Wendt.  Both are 2016 
graduates of LSU and were in the Tiger Band during their tenure at LSU.  Kessling graduated 
with a degree in Business Management and served as the Saxophone Section Leader in the 
band for three years.  Wendt graduated with a degree in Finance, is a graduate student at the 
University, and is coming back for his second season as the band’s Drum Major.   
 
The deal to outfit the 325 member band with eFlip marks a symbolic milestone for Tonal 
Innovation, as both Kessling was and Wendt is still in the band.   
 
“It’s a great feeling for me personally.  I am incredibly excited for our partnership and am 
looking forward to implementing eFlip in the Tiger Band.  This is a program that has meant 
so much to me during my undergraduate time at LSU.  Now, I get to work with the band 
again as the Drum Major during grad school and have the opportunity to help enhance 

rehearsal and performance aspects of the band through our company,” Wendt, who is the 

Co-Founder and CFO of Tonal Innovation, remarked. 
 
eFlip is the culmination of two years of work by Kessling and Wendt.  What began at a Tiger 
Band rehearsal in 2014 has morphed into a start-up business that is working with several 
bands to revolutionize the marching arts.  The idea for eFlip came to Kessling after a 
member of the band jokingly “pinched-to-zoom” a paper sheet of music like one would do 
on a phone or tablet.  Kessling then joined the LSU Student Incubator program at LSU 
Innovation Park, asked Wendt to come on board, and began working on prototypes of eFlip.  



After testing several iterations of the project during the 2014 and 2015 football seasons, they 
were ready to release a final product.  Currently, the LSU Golden Band from Tigerland, the 
University of Illinois Marching Illini, and the Denham Springs High School Pride and Spirit 
Marching Band are utilizing eFlip.   
 
“Obviously we expect the number of bands using eFlip to grow.  We have received 
tremendous interest from a number of high school and collegiate marching bands looking 

for a better way to rehearse.  eFlip is us taking the first step in that direction,” said Kessling, 

the Founder and CEO of Tonal Innovation.  “Working with LSU will be great for us and we 

will be able to use feedback from the band to continually improve our products.   
 
For more information, contact Daniel Wendt at daniel@tonalinnovation.com. 
 
Daniel Wendt 
Co-Founder & CFO 
Tonal Innovation, LLC 
www.tonalinnovation.com 
8000 Innovation Park Drive 
Baton Rouge, La 70820 
225.800.7081 
 

### 

mailto:daniel@tonalinnovation.com
http://www.tonalinnovation.com/

